Mrs. Finch’s English Class Update

Parents/Guardians:  

We have a lot going on during the second semester, and I thought it would be a great idea to update everyone on what’s happening in our classroom.  As most of you know, my tenth grade students will be taking the AHSGE (Alabama High School Graduation Exam) and the Alabama Direct Assessment of Writing this semester.  I have listed the testing dates below so you can help your children prepare for these important assessments.  We will be completing study folders during class, and it would be a great idea for you to encourage your children to look over these at home.  

· Alabama Direct Assessment of Writing – February 17, 2010

· AHSGE – March 1-5, 2010
My ninth grade students will start off the semester studying The Outsiders, a famous young adult novel by S.E. Hinton.  There will be occasional reading assignments that must be completed at home, and if the books are damaged or lost, the kids will be responsible for replacing them.  Please encourage your children to read at home.  Over half of my ninth grade students received failing grades for accelerated reader last semester!  I only require that they have 10 points each nine weeks.  The a.r. grades really affected some of the kids’ averages, so please encourage them to put forth a better effort.  

You would be surprised at how many things a classroom of kids can go through in one school semester!  If you would like to donate any of the items listed below, it would be greatly appreciated!  Thank you so much!!!

· dry erase markers 

· pencils/pens 

· highlighters 

· copy paper

· Kleenex 

· hand sanitizer 

· Clorox wipes 

· air freshener 

· Lysol 

I encourage everyone to check out our class blog at http://www.gentry.danvillehs.com/ (Even though my name has changed, the web address is still the same.)  I have designed this blog as a way to help my students keep up with the assignments and information they need to remember, but the first and foremost purpose of this blog is to communicate with you. Here you will find the assignments and due dates I have given to my classes.  The class blog is a quick way to get in touch with me, as well. Simply post a comment or a question along with your e-mail address, and I will respond as soon as possible!  Also, feel free to contact me at any time! My e-mail address is tngentry@morgank12.org. If you need to meet with me, I can arrange a conference at your earliest convenience.

I have read my child’s information sheet; and I understand that if I have any questions about it or anything going on in my child’s class, I can contact Mrs. Finch by phone, email, or by posting a comment on the classroom blog. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: ___________

